FIJA Organizer

Dear Prospective FIJA Organizer,

Welcome aboard! Let us know whether you want to be an organizer and whether you wish to be listed as a "contact". We will send additional information at that time. At first, you may have to shoulder a lot of the work (and expenses) yourself. Your top priority should be to put together a group of reliable activists who can help you out. It should be fairly easy to put together 3-6 activists quickly.

If you don't have an answering machine, you really do need one. Upon request, I will send a printout of names, addresses, and phone numbers of local FIJA contacts. These are either members, VIPs, media, or recent inquiries. We also carry a few friends and family, prisoners, etc.. FIJA National has a weekly "FIJA Fax" news service, for up to date information on FIJA activities ($36 per year), and you need a dedicated Fax line or an automatic switch. FIJA information is also posted regularly on the Internet and World Wide Web, FIDONet, and various BBS services.

There is no expectation that you can do everything at once. But in fact, without help, you won't get too far in your efforts before you burn out or run out of money, or both. Fortunately, help is to be found most anywhere, if you look for it. Spread the word by various means, then schedule and hold a meeting. At the meeting, try to raise some money, and put someone in charge of fund raising.

Because FIJA National is a 501(c)3 non-profit educational institution, and therefore cannot lobby, support candidates, or run ballot-issue drives, we want the state FIJA organizations to be legally and financially separate. We want you to be free to lobby your legislatures for FIJA legislation/amendments, while ensuring that FIJA national's educational effort does not become confused with your political efforts.

Organizers who keep in regular touch with headquarters, reporting on progress and events, sending us clippings of news articles on FIJA and other things of interest, naturally get better service and more attention from us. Don't think your calls will bother us: feel free to phone me at the Helmville office, any time from 9 A.M. to midnight or so, seven days per week, except when I have to be elsewhere. Please also keep your state FIJA Coordinator informed of your activities, and seek their advice and assistance.

Well, I hope all this doesn't intimidate you. While FIJA activism does take a substantial commitment, you'll get a lot of support from interested people in your area. This is an idea whose time has come, and we welcome you to the front lines in the battle for freedom and justice. If we don't already have a "portrait" photo of you, please send one in. It doesn't matter if it's color or black and white. Also please send in press clippings, either originals or high enough quality copies that we can reprint them. And remember to take photographs of your FIJA events, so that we can publish them in the FIJActivist. Also, it is appreciated if FIJA organizers keep their memberships current. Thanks!

For Liberty and Justice,
Don Doig
FIJA National Coordinator
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